
 

T 
he Constitutional Congress held a 

Joint Plenary Session with the Eminent 

Persons Advisory Council (EPAC) of 

the Constitutional Reform Program 

from May to June 2009. Both groups were in 

session for two months to review the Draft 

Federal Constitution of Solomon Islands 

2004, which was successfully completed on 

26 June 2009 at the Red Mansion Inn 

Conference room. 

The activity involved going through all the 

sections of the Draft Federal Constitution, 

changing texts or ideas where necessary, and 

passing the amended sections. The plenary also 

looked at the three theme committees findings, 

and considered the findings of Solomon Islands 

Boundaries Expert in Hydrography Patt R. Loe 

(CC member). 

Critical issues which stood out during the Joint 

CC/EPAC Plenary were the Power Sharing 

between Federal and State Governments; Party-

politics and Non-Partisan Government 

app roaches ;  Fede ra l  Pa r l i amen t 

Representation; Solomon Islands Boundaries; 

Solomon Islands President's role as Head of 

State; States' autonomy; Fundamental Human 

Rights such as Rights of a Child and Rights of 

Women in comparison to traditional and current 

practices, and to what is envisaged for the 

future; and Citizenship; to name a few. 

The amended Draft Federal Constitution was 

passed by the Joint CC/EPAC Plenary as the 

1ST 2009 Draft Federal Constitution of 

Solomon Islands. The amended document will 

be used for the Provincial Feedback. ? 

which was also attended by the PS/CRU, 

Director and Consultant Lawyer. A copy of the 

1st 2009 Draft Federal Constitution of Solomon 

Islands was submitted to the Prime Minister.  In 

a brief update to all CC/EPAC members, Dr. 

Rohorua (PS/CRU) noted that although the PM 

requested CC, EPAC and CRU (which is the 

Secretariat to CC/EPAC) to press ahead with 

the task of completing the new federal 

constitution of Solomon Islands, he was also 

very mindful of the challenges facing the 

programme & issues raised by CC/EPAC 

Executive.  As such, in view of the acute 

financial (Continue Pg2) 

P 
ermanent Secretary Dr. Frederick 

Rohorua, Director Mr. Sam 

Faluaburu and Consultant Lawyer 

Mr. Reginald Teutao of the 

Constitutional Reform Unit (CRU) have met 

with the Honorable Prime Minister on Tuesday 

1st September 2009 to discuss with him 

issues raised at the last Joint CC/EPAC 

Executive meeting. 

During the meeting the Hon. PM was updated 

on the current status of the reform programme. 

He was made aware of the issues and concerns 

raised in the Joint CC/EPAC Executive 

Committee meeting held on 25 August 2009, 
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òSolomon Islands is a na-

tion yet to be born...ó   
Famous quote by 

Solomon Mamaloni, Chief Minister 1974. 
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George Saemane (CC Member) & Sir George Lepping (EPAC 

Chairman) chat informally  during break on one of the plenary 

sessions at the C.Y.P Conference center in May 2009. Photo: 

Marilyn Maetaõa, CRU. 



 

T 
he Joint 

Execut ive 

of Constitu-

tional Con-

gress & Eminent 

Persons Advisory 

Council held a 

brief meeting with 

C o ns t i t u t i o n a l 

Reform Unit (CRU) 

on August 25, 

2009 to discuss 

various activities 

for the completion 

of the Constitu-

tional Reform Pro-

gram. 

The meeting pro-

ceeded with up-

dates on the cur-

rent progress, 

including the fi-

nancial situation 

which may affect 

Congressõ activi-

ties & the Secre-

tariatõs (CRU) 

work. One issue 

which stood out 

was the delay in 

activities of Con-

gress due to the 

present financial 

crisis facing Solo-

CC elects new Chairpersons 

T 
he Consti-

t u t i o n a l 

C o n g r e s s 

has elected 

Mrs. Jenny Tuhaika 

as Chairlady of 

Co ns t i t u t i on a l 

Congress, & Mr. 

Joseph Huta as 

Vice Chairman.  

Mrs. Tuhaika, who 

was the former 

Vice Chairlady of  

OUT-GOING CRU STAFF 

(Pg1 Conté) difficulties facing 

government revenue which in turn 

impacts negatively on the Reformõs 

existing work programme, the following 

was agreed to for the rest of 2009 

whereby CC and EPAC will try to 

accomplish the following two things: (i) 

Complete the Provincial/Honiara 

Feedback planned for mid-September to 

mid-October 2009 (ii) Hold the 2nd CC/

EPAC Joint Plenary in November 2009. 

Both activities are aimed at reviewing 

contents of the 1st 2009 Draft Federal 

Constitution of Solomon Islands 

document, which was amended from the 

Draft Federal Constitution 2004 during 

the 1st Joint CC/EPAC Plenary in May/

June 2009. òSimilarly we will in due 

course adjust the timeline so as to 

complete the remaining tasks (in 2010) 

set out in the approved work plan,ó Dr 

Rohorua stated in the update to CC/

EPAC members. It was noted that the 

adjustment in the timeline had to be 

done as the Reform Programme is 3 

months behind schedule. In the 

meantime, CRU has been tasked to 

secure funding from the Ministry of 

Finance and Treasury for the completion 

of the two important undertakings for the 

remaining part of 2009.  ? 

PM briefed on 

program 
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T 
he Constitutional Reform Unit (CRU) 

has farewelled three staff members, 

John M. Tuhaika, Thomas Woods & 

Mcfaddean Aoraunisaka this year. 

Mr. Tuhaika was  Permanent Secretary (PS) 

Special Duties for Constitutional Reform 

Unit. He was involved with the program as 

PS since its inception when it was under the 

Provincial Institution and Strengthening 
Development Unit (PISDU), Ministry of Pro-
vincial Government & Institutional Strength-
ening.  He has taken the PS role of the Min-

istry of Provincial Government. 

Mr. Woods left CRU in May to work on a 

similar program in Ethiopia (Africa). He was 

Chief Technical Advisor of CRU, contracted 

to prepare technical advice regarding the 

constitutional reform for  Congress/EPAC. 

Mr. Tuhaika & Mr. Woods were also part of 

consultations, which led up to the Draft 

Federal Constitution of Solomon Islands 

2004, & White Paper on the Reform of the 

Solomon Islands Constitution in 2005.   

Mr. Aoraunisaka  left CRU in June to pursue 

further tertiary studies in Taiwan; he was 

CRUõs Assistant Media Officer since April 

2008. He was involved in producing various 

media programs for dissemination to the 

public. 

CRU values the professional contribution 

that these staff have given to the program, 

& congratulates them on their new under-

takings & wishes them success in their 

future endeavors.  ? 

mon Islands. Al-

though concerns 

were raised with 

regards to the 

Provincial Feed-

back, which is 

Congressõ next 

important activity 

after the 1st Joint 

CC/EPAC Plenary 

held in May/June 

2009, the Execu-

tive discussed 

options that Con-

gress can take 

with facilitating 

assistance from 

CRU to complete 

the program. 

Congress Chair-

lady Mrs. Jenny 

Tuhaika expressed 

concern to the 

Executive & CRUõs 

senior officers, 

that planning the 

programõs remain-

ing activities have 

to be done & 

clearly explained 

to the Government 

concerning the  

situation facing 

the Reform Pro-

gram. Mrs. Tu-

haika made refer-

ence to the Work-

Plan Timeline of 

Co ns t i t u t i on a l 

Congress in rela-

tion to the activi-

ties to be com-

pleted before No-

vember 2009. 

Congressõ current 

activity, the Provin-

cial Feedback has 

been hampered 

because of finan-

cial constraints 

facing the country. 

Congressõ Provin-

cial Nominees 

should have un-

dertaken this ac-

tivity during July/

August 2009 pe-

riod to get feed-

back from respec-

tive provinces 

regarding the re-

sult of the 1st Joint 

CC/EPAC Plenary 

ð the 1st 2009 
Draft Federal Con-
stitution of Solo-

mon Islands. 

It is expected that 

the Constitutional 

Reform Programõs 

Work-Plan Time-

line be revised to a 

more realistic 

approach to the 

current situation 

so that the pro-

gram can be prop-

erly done before 

the Federal Consti-

tution of Solomon 

Islandsõ final con-

tent is brought 

before Parliament 

either by the 

CNURA Govern-

ment or the next 

succeeding gov-

ernment in 2010.   

? 

REFORM NEWS 

Constitu-

t i o n a l 

Congress 

was nomi-

nated & 

s t o o d 

u n o p -

posed as 

the new Chairper-

son, while Joseph 

Huta also stood 

unopposed as Vice 

Chairman of Con-

gress. Both were 

elected on the first 

Joint CC/EPAC 

Plenary in May 

2009 & were 

voted on by Con-

gress members.  

? 

Vice-Chairman, 

Mr. Joseph Huta 

Chairlady, Mrs. 

Jenny Tuhaika 

CC/EPAC Executive discuss 

issues facing Prov Feedback 

CC/EPAC Executive meets with CRU. 



 

Draft Federal Constitution's first 

review complete 

tional Reform 

Program, the Ple-

nary sat from May 

4 to June 26 to 

review the 2004 

Draft Federal 

Constitution. The 

Plenary passed 

the amended 

document on 26 

June as the 1st 
2009 Draft Fed-
eral Constitution 
of Solomon Is-
lands. Changes to 

the document 

reflected various 

findings of CC 

Theme Commit-

teesõ meetings 

T 
he Consti-

t u t i o n a l 

Congress 

(CC) & 

Eminent Persons 

Advisory Council 

(EPAC) have com-

pleted a two-

month review of 

the Draft Federal 

Constitution of 

Solomon Islands 

2004 in a Joint 

Plenary on 26 

June 2009 at the 

Red Mansion Inn 

Conference room. 

As part of the on-

going Constitu-

The Office of the Prime Minister 

and Cabinet has recently ap-

pointed a new Permanent Secre-

tary Special Duties to the Consti-

tutional Reform Unit, Dr. Freder-

ick Isom Rohorua. 

Dr. Rohorua officially began 

duties with the Unit on Monday 

16 February 2009. 

CRU welcomes new PS 
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thanked all mem-

bers of CC/EPAC 

for their time, 

availability & 

c o n t r i bu t i o n s 

through such long 

but rewarding 

review exercise. 

She acknowl-

edged the sup-

port given by 

families of CC/

EPAC members, 

especially from 

the provinces, 

through the past 

two months. Con-

sultant Lawyer 

Mr. Reginald Teu-

tao, legal person-

nel from the Con-

stitutional Reform 

Unit, acknowl-

edged the dedica-

tion of CC/EPAC 

members involved 

in the review. Mr. 

Teutao worked 

consistently with 

the CC/EPAC 

Joint Plenary 

through the last 

two months on 

this review exer-

cise. òI look for-

ward to working 

with you all in the 

next plenary, after 

the feedback, to 

put together any 

contentious is-

sues arising from 

the feedback in 

the Draft [Federal 

Constitution].ó 

Mr. Teutao said in 

his closing re-

marks to the Joint 

CC/EPAC Plenary 

on its last day of 

meeting on 26 

June 2009.  ? 

Members of the 1st Joint CC/EPAC Plenary during the meeting at Red Man-

sion conference in  June (Top) and SIBC Conference in May  (Below) 2009. 

held late last 

year; & Commu-

nity Identification 

programs, which 

CC Provincial 

Nominees held 

early 2008 with 

respective prov-

inces. The meet-

ing ended with a 

high-note on par-

t icipation of 

members on this 

very important 

task, which the 

government an-

ticipates for com-

pletion this year. 

CC Chairlady Mrs. 

Jenny Tuhaika 

C o ns t i t u t i on a l 

Reform was one of 

two important 

issues highlighted 

on Friday 6th No-

vember 2009 dur-

ing the Prime Min-

isterõs presenta-

tion to the media 

in the Cabinet 

room, on CNURA 

governmentõs re-

form agenda, 

which includes the 

Political Party 

Integrity Bill. 

In his statement 

Prime Minister 

Hon. Dr. Derek 

Sikua highlighted 

some of the rec-

ommendations of 

Co ns t i t u t i on a l 

Congress (CC) & 

Eminent Persons 

Advisory Council 

(EPAC), which 

include the pro-

posed three-tier 

Federal govern-

ment system com-

prising Federal, 

State and Commu-

nity governments; 

& the nationõs 

capital, Honiara 

City to òretain its 

special status as 

the federal capital 

of Solomon Is-

landsó and main-

tain itõs important 

relations òwith 

other State gov-

ernments and in 

particular, Guadal-

canal Stateó. 

In terms of State 

and Community 

Governments, he 

said that the re-

spective State 

Governments will 

be responsible for 

drawing up the 

Community Gov-

ernment constitu-

tions for the re-

spective commu-

nity groups in their 

various state juris-

dictions. 

This proposed 

federal arrange-

ment and details 

have been high-

lighted in the 1st 

2009 Draft Fed-

eral Constitution 

of Solomon Is-

lands, which de-

rives from the 

2004 Draft Fed-

eral Constitution 

together with rec-

ommenda t ions 

from various con-

sultations held 

before and after 

the 2004 Draft. 

In addition to this 

Dr. Sikua said, 

with current work 

focus on making 

recommendations 

about how to draft 
a Federal Constitu-
tion for Solomon 

Islands, the re-

mainder of work 

will be carried over 

into 2010, to see 

the first submis-

sion to Cabinet of 

the proposed 

framework of the 

Federal Constitu-

tion of Solomon 

Islands. 

òIt is envisaged 

much of this work 

will take most of 

2010. All going 

well, the Federal 

Constitution Bill 

should be ready 

for National Parlia-

ment in November 

2010,ó Dr. Sikua 

said.  CC & EPAC 

are expected to 

complete two next 

important under-

takings, which are 

the Provincial 

Feedback & 2nd 

Joint CC/EPAC 

Plenary by Decem-

ber 2009.   ? 

PM highlights Reform to Media 


